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REGIONAL LISTENING FORUM HELD TO INCREASE ACCESS TO CAPITAL  
FOR RURAL MINORITY BUSINESSES 

  
WASHINGTON, D.C., June 10, 2005 – USDA Rural Development and the Minority 

Business Development Agency of the Department of Commerce will hold a listening forum on 
June 21, 2005, in Albuquerque, N.M. to seek recommendations on ways to improve the delivery of 
USDA’s business programs to minority entrepreneurs.  The listening forum is one of three 
announced by Agriculture Secretary Mike Johanns on April 5, 2005, in a meeting in Washington, 
D.C. with key business, community and financial leaders. 
 
Who? Gilbert Gonzalez, Acting Under Secretary for Rural Development, USDA 
 Ronald Langston, Director of the Minority Business Development Agency, 

Department of Commerce 
  
What?    Listening forum and business expo to increase access to capital for rural minority 

businesses. More than 3000 invitations have been sent to the minority business 
community in ten states to allow them to share their experiences with USDA Rural 
Development and offer their suggestions for improving its accessibility and level 
of service to minority businesses. 

 
Following the listening forum there will be an “Agency Expo” from 1:00 p.m. to 
3:00 p.m.  During this time, business development staff from USDA Rural 
Development, MBDA, and other participating agencies will be available to 
provide information, answer questions, and provide hands-on guidance about 
current opportunities available to minority-owned rural businesses. 

 
When?        9:00 a.m., June 21, 2005  
  
Where?  Albuquerque Convention Center West Complex Ballrooms A-B-C 
 
Why?     USDA Rural Development has commenced an aggressive marketing and outreach 

effort to increase awareness of more than 40 USDA housing, business and 
community infrastructure investment programs available in rural areas. A special 
emphasis has been placed on increasing awareness amongst qualified underserved 
residents and communities. USDA Rural Development and the Minority Business 
Development Agency are working together to increase minority business ventures.  

 
USDA Rural Development's mission is to deliver programs in a way that will support 

increasing economic opportunity and improve the quality of life of rural residents. As a venture 
capital entity, Rural Development has invested over $50 billion since the beginning of the Bush 
Administration to provide equity and technical assistance to finance and foster growth in 
homeownership, business development, and critical community and technology infrastructure. As a 
result, over 800,000 jobs have been created or saved through these investments. Further 
information on rural programs is available at a local USDA Rural Development office or by 
visiting USDA's web site at http://www.rurdev.usda.gov.    
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